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For  several  decades  the  residents  of  Jasper 
County  worked  for  a  state  park,  assisted  and 
encouraged  by  a  former  resident  and  conser¬ 
vationist,  Sam  Parr.  In  1960,  72  acres  of  land 
were  acquired  by  the  Department  of  Conserva¬ 
tion  and  the  Jasper  County  Conservation  Area 
became  a  reality.  Additional  acquisitions  have 
brought  the  total  •  acreage  to  1,063,  including  a 
183-acre  lake. 

After  the  death  of  Sam  Parr  in  1966,  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly  changed  the  name  to  Sam  Parr 
State  Park.  The  park  was  formally  dedicated  on 
May  12,  1972.  It  is  3  miles  northeast  of  Newton. 

Sam  Parr:  Born  in  Jasper  County  August  18, 
1902,  Sam  Parr  attended  Newton  schools  and 
then  moved  to  Decatur.  He  joined  the  Conser¬ 
vation  Department  on  January  1,  1937,  as  a 
game  warden.  Shortly  thereafter,  he  went  to  the 
Fisheries  Division  where  he  rose  to  Superinten¬ 
dent  of  Fisheries.  In  1957  he  became  an  ad¬ 
ministrative  assistant  to  the  Director.  He  died 
on  November  13,  1966,  while  waiting  for  friends 
to  go  on  a  southern  Illinois  hunting  trip. 


HISTORY 

As  in  most  of  Illinois,  the  early  inhabitants  of 
this  area  were  Indians.  For  nearly  1,000  years 
they  fished  and  lived  along  the  Embarras  River 
and  hunted  in  nearby  woodlands,  including  what 
is  now  Sam  Parr  State  Park. 

The  1770's  brought  the  French  and  the  westward 
expansion  of  the  American  colonists,  who  pushed 
the  Indians  westward  into  Illinois  in  search  for 
new  lands.  The  Piankashaw  finally  settled  in  this 
area  and  they  lived  in  comparative  peace  with 
the  French  who  lived  with  them,  adapting  many 
of  their  ways.  General  Harrison  from  Vincennes, 
Indiana,  negotiated  a  treaty  with  the  Piankashaws 
in  1812,  whereby  they  gave  up  nearly  one  mil¬ 
lion  acres  of  land  to  the  United  States  Govern¬ 
ment,  including  what  is  now  Jasper  County. 
There  were  about  140  Piankashaw  Indians  left 
in  the  area. 

NATURAL  FEATURES 

Commonly  observed  wildlife  includes  quail,  rab¬ 
bits,  squirrels,  pheasants  and  deer  on  the  area. 
Meadowlark,  blue  jays,  bluebirds,  and  wood¬ 
peckers  can  be  seen  in  the  hickory,  oak,  maple 
and  redbud  trees  prevalent  in  the  park.  Wild 
lilacs  and  daisies  are  also  profuse. 

One  of  the  site's  attractions  is  the  "Lincoln 
Tree,"  a  hard  maple  planted  by  Frederick  Bower 
Jr.  in  1860,  the  year  Abraham  Lincoln  became 
president.  The  tree  stands  on  the  north  boundary 
of  the  park.  In  1974  a  downy  serviceberry  was 
listed  on  the  Illinois  Big  Tree  roster  as  the  largest 
of  its  species  in  the  state.  The  tree  stands  30 
feet  high,  has  a  crown  measuring  32  feet  across 
and  a  trunk  circumference  of  3  feet  and  8  inches. 


The  Lake:  The  dam  built  in  1971,  impounds  a 
183-acre  lake.  The  maximum  depth  is  28  feet 
and  the  shoreline  is  9  miles.  The  lake  is  nestled 
in  a  rolling  timbered  area  and  has  attracted 
nesting  wood  ducks. 


FACILITIES 

Picnicking:  A  large  area  on  the  west  side  of  the 
lake  near  the  dam  has  picnic  tables  and  park 
stoves  in  a  pleasant  shaded  area  with  convenient 
parking.  Pit  toilets  are  available.  Two  separate 
picnic  areas  are  being  developed  on  the  west 
side  of  the  park  near  the  lake.  Fishing  access 
and  parking  via  the  county  blacktop  road  on  the 
east  side  of  the  park  makes  this  area  accessible. 

Trails:  There  are  more  than  2  miles  of  foot  trails 
for  the  hiker,  bird  watcher  or  nature  enthusiast. 

Camping:  Class  "C"  camping  is  available  (tent 
campers,  primitive  sites,  no  vehicular  access)  in 
the  area  on  the  west  side  of  the  park  near  the 
lake.  Groups  of  over  25  persons  must  have  ad¬ 
vance  permission  to  enter  the  park.  All  campers 
need  a  permit  from  the  park  staff. 

Fishing:  The  lake  contains  largemouth  bass,  blue- 
gill,  sunfish,  channel  catfish  and  bullhead.  A 
launching  ramp  is  on  the  west  side  of  the  lake. 
Boats  with  maximum  lOhp  motors  are  allowed 
and  canoes  are  popular.  Boat  rentals  are  not 
available. 

Hunting:  Check  with  the  park  ranger  for  upland 
game  species  and  hunting  dates.  Squirrel,  dove, 
woodchuck,  pheasant,  quail,  rabbit  and  deer 


(bow  only)  may  be  hunted.  The  check  station 
where  all  hunters,  except  squirrel  hunters,  must 
check  in,  and  all  hunters,  (including  squirrel 
hunters)  must  check  out  at  the  ranger's  office. 

Winter  Sports:  Ice  skating  and  ice  fishing  are 
allowed  when  conditions  are  favorable. 


FOR  YOUR  INFORMATION  .  .  . 

Admittance  will  not  be  granted  groups  of  25  or 
more  persons  to  any  state  park  or  conservation 
area  unless  permission  from  the  park  ranger  has 
been  secured  to  use  the  facilities.  It  is  also  re¬ 
quired  that  groups  of  minors  have  adequate 
supervision  and  that  at  least  one  responsible  adult 
accompany  each  group  not  exceeding  15  minors. 
All  pets  must  be  on  a  leash. 

Numerous  state  parks  and  memorials  are  within 
easy  access  of  every  part  of  the  state.  Lodges, 
cabins  and  dining  rooms  are  important  features 
of  Illinois  Beach,  Starved  Rock,  Pere  Marquette, 
White  Pines  Forest  and  Giant  City.  Reservations 
for  lodging  should  be  made  with  lodge  managers. 

All  state  parks  are  open  the  year  round.  When 
weather  conditions  necessitate  the  closing  of 
park  roads  during  freezing  and  thawing  periods, 
access  to  park  facilities  is  by  foot  only. 

For  more  details,  contact  Ranger,  R.R.  #5, 
Newton,  Illinois  62448,  Phone  618/783-2661. 
For  information  on  other  Illinois  sites,  write  the 
Department  of  Conservation,  Information/Edu¬ 
cation  Division,  State  Office  Building,  Springfield, 
Illinois  62706. 
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